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friendly co-operation during the interim period
without binding any party to any commitment
which would fetter its freedom of view-point and
action with regard to the larger constitutional
problems to be taken up after the war. When the
Congress found that this manoeuvre had fallen
through and everyone had seen through the ruse
they came out with another stunt. Mr. Gandhi's
conscience-keeper, Mr. Rajagopalachan, made what
he called a * sporting offer * to the effect that he
would persuade his colleagues in the Working
Committee to agree to a nominee of the Muslim
League being appointed as the Premier of the
national government of the Congress' conception.
That, he said, disposes of the difficulty caused by
Hindu-Muslim differences to which Mr. Amery
had referred in discussing the Congress demand.
Mr. Rajagopalachari was evidently very pleased
that he was doing something very brave and
was setting a very high example of self-denial
and generosity. But woe unto the perversity of
Muslims They refused to accept the offer. Mr*
Rajagopalachari knew fhat he had very cleverly
set the trap: but the Muslims were cleverer and
so refused to walk into the snare. The manner of
making the offer itself exposed its hollowness.
The offer was meanfc for the Muslims but it was
cabled to Mr. Amery through the good offices of
a London Paper. Asked why he did not make